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BRITISH GUIANA
We now come to the mainland Colonies, British Guian
and British Honduras, which are usually considered a
belonging to the West Indian group. Both have rather
chequered history. British Guiana is the fabled land of E
Dorado, which in the past attracted adventurers of a
nationalities in search of its golden treasure and the mythicE
city of Manoa. Gold and diamonds British Guiana doe
possess, but it is no El Dorado, and has become bette
known for its Demerara sugar and other more humdrum
but equally useful products.
There are three Guianas, British, Dutch and French, lyin;
between the mouths of the Amazon and Orinoco rivers, an<
bounded by Venezuela and Brazil, but British Guiana is tin
largest of the three, comprising an area of nearly 90,00
square miles, or rather larger than Great Britain. Britis!
Guiana was first partially settled by the Dutch in 1616, an<
subsequently by the British at Surinam in 1650, but th
territory passed more than once between Dutch and Britisi
hands before it was finally ceded to the British in 1814
Originally there were three separate colonies, Demerars
Berbice and Essequibo, named after the three rivers, bu
these were ultimately fused into the colony o^British Guiana
their names remaining to designate the three provinces o
the Colony. To its Dutch origin, the Colony owed severs
quaint survivals, including those peculiar institutions th<
Court of Policy, and Combined Court, which were on!
abolished in 1928, when the present Legislative Council wa
substituted for them. The Roman-Dutch law also survive*
in the Colony until 1917, when the present civil law cam-
into force.
The Legislative Council consists of the Governor a
president, ten official members and nineteen unofficial mem